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conventional LRT design
practices
Begins with Transportation System Plan and/or High Capacity
Transit Corridor Study
Continues with concept design and environmental analysis
Preliminary engineering
Final engineering
Station Planning often initiated during final engineering
Early alignment and station decisions driven by cost, right-ofway, and politics
Exceptions: Joint development

the problem with the conventional LRT design process:

engineering phases
do not necessarily consider
best practices in station
location and design
Best pedestrian connections to platform
Safety and security

How platform and station location can affect development
potential of adjacent parcels
Community vision

result

alternative

DIVISION STREET EVALUATION
“The Division Street station area offers an opportunity
for commercial and mixed-use inﬁll development
from I-205 to SE 82nd. There are also residential inﬁll
opportunities.”

Montavilla
Neighborhood

Hazelwood
Neighborhood

—I-205 Station Area Development Plan Draft, March 2004

KEY OBJECTIVES
QExamine lots on both sides of Division at the station
area (west of I-205) and evaluate acquisition as possible
construction staging sites that could later be offered for
transit joint development.
SCC evaluated these sites for construction staging and
determined that they were not suitable.
QStimulate mixed-use development on other sites on
Division Street between I-205 and SE 82nd Avenue.
QEngage the City of Portland Bureau of Planning to
examine station area zoning and consider increasing
allowable intensity in the CN2 and CG zones within 1/4
mile of the light rail station.
The zoning at this station should be addressed. While
mixed use MAY be achievable in this zone, the desired
density is not achievable. In addition, the form of
development possible in these zones is not always
transit friendly.
QExplore possibility of low-cost streetscape improvements
to promote pedestrian safety and connections across
Division Street.
The poor quality of the pedestrian environment at this
station is a major concern. See recommendations that
follow.

Portland Community
College SE Campus

Underdeveloped and
vacant parcels directly
adjacent to the station—zoned CG and R2

Division Street Station

Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood

before
LRT Alignment

Vacant Lot

LRT Station

Bus Transfer

Vacant Lot Adjacent to 5-Minute Walk

Actual 5-Minute Walk

Bus Route

Bicycle Path

STATION DESIGN
DIVISION STREET RECOMMENDATION
Proposed Modiﬁcations include:
QSplit the station into two platforms, one on each side of
SE Division. This change reduces the walk distance from
the sidewalk and Bus transfer point to the station platform.
QUpgrade the bike path to a 24 hour multi-use pedestrian
and bike path.

Potential redevelopment: Mixed-use
development with
storefront identity

DEVELOPMENT BENEFITS
The adjacent vacant parcels and other development
opportunities within walking distance will be enhanced
by increased pedestrian connectivity and by reinforcing
the image and identity of the station area. The proposal
also leverages the utility of the existing multi-use path to
improve pedestrian circulation, especially south of Division
to SE Clinton Street.

Streetscape
improvements:
pedestrian refuges
every two blocks

KEY DESIGN ISSUES
Access | Bus
Current Alignment Alternative bus connections are good;
no change proposed.
Access | Bike & Pedestrian
Proposed Modiﬁcations improve the pedestrian access
from Division Street, and improvements to the multi-use
path increase access from residential neighborhood to
the north, and development-focus parcels to the south.
Access | Car
More direct connection to the station from Division
Street for riders being dropped off.
Station Visibility & Placemaking
Proposed Modiﬁcations improve visibility of station
platform from station’s namesake street—Division
Street. Relocation of station platform also provides
an opportunity for station signage and architecture at
Division Street.

“Redevelopment
Focus” parcels. Possible redevelopment
scenarios include:
acquire for construction staging, then offer
for TOD; use transit
joint development
regulations to acquire
a TOD easement on the
site that would provide
a ﬁnancial incentive
for higher dentisty
development; provide
TOD site planning assistance to property
owners

Potential redevelopment: Unique station
area residential
community—cottage
clusters, townhouses,
and/or small lot detached residential
Multi-use path improvements: widen
for marked pedestrian
walkway, provide lighting and signage
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LRT Station
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Vacant Lot Adjacent to 5-Minute Walk

Actual 5-Minute Walk

Redevelopment Focus

Division Street Station
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Proposed Street
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after

New stations should be planned at
concept design and
environmental analysis
phase
Provides early design advice to engineers so that changes
can be made easily
Existing conditions information can be used for both
planning and environmental analysis
Helps define scope of detailed planning needed during later
phases
Can be done inexpensively

key components of

station assessments
Look at what is there now (existing conditions)
L ist the ideal characteristics or best practices that the
community wants
Figure out what is missing
 reate an action plan that specifically identifies the actions
C
needed to fill in the missing pieces

step one

existing conditions
Neighborhood components
Crime and safety
Connections and access
Walkability
Urban form
Demographics
Zoning
Vacant land and redevelopment opportunities

step one: existing conditions

involving the community
Station design workshops
Self-guided walking tours
web surveys

Community Workshops
on Future Southeast
Portland Light Rail
Stations
Tuesday October 2

Thursday October 11

Cleveland High School Cafeteria
3400 SE 26th Ave.

Sellwood Middle School Cafeteria
8300 SE 15th Ave.

This workshop will focus on station
areas around SE Clinton St./SE 12th Ave.,
SE Rhine St. and SE Holgate off SE 17th Ave.

This workshop will focus on station areas
around SE Harold St., SE Bybee, SE
Tacoma St. off SE McLoughlin Blvd.

Both workshops begin at 6 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m.
The Portland to Milwaukie Light Rail Project would bring MAX to Southeast Portland.
Currently, Metro and its partners, the cities of Portland and Milwaukie, Multnomah County,
Clackamas County, TriMet and the Oregon Department of Transportation, are conducting
an environmental analysis of this proposed light rail alignment including the station areas.

The project needs to hear from you!
The station area community workshops are your opportunity to:
•

learn about the Portland to Milwaukie Light Rail Project

•

provide input about what makes a good light rail station

•

provide input about what changes to make the station areas more attractive places
for transit riders and your community

Don’t know where the stations are?

Go to www.metro-region.org/southcorridor and download a map of the alignment.
Keep checking website for new information on the workshops.

To ask a question or share a comment,

send e-mail to trans@metro-region.org, or call (503) 797-1756.

Portland – Milwaukie
LIGHT RAIL PROJECT

Station Community Characteristics
Self-guided tour checklist
and comment form

One of the most important considerations in planning for the Portland-Milwaukie Light
Rail Project is how well the stations will serve neighborhoods. There are some ideal
characteristics for light rail stations. Though all of the characteristics do not need to be
present at every station, some of them should be present to ensure that stations are safe,
pleasant, and convenient.
You can help us better understand the station areas along the Portland-Milwaukie Light
Rail Project by taking a self-guided walking tour of the station area in your neighborhood
and letting us know what you find.

Self-Guided Tour Instructions:

Look for the following characteristics and tell us what characteristics are already present
in your station area and what changes you’d like to see made to improve the station area.
You can fill this form out for as many stations as you’d like.

Which Station are you evaluating?
You can send this form to Phillip Kennedy-Wong by US mail to 600 NE Grand Avenue,
Portland, OR 97232, by email to trans@metro-region.org or by fax to (503)797-1949.
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Station area includes a variety of housing types
and densities such as apartments, condominiums and single family homes
Retail, restaurants and other commercial uses
present an opportunity to be supported by
transit
Station area includes institutions like schools,
parks and medical facilities that would benefit
from transit service
Station area would provide transit access to a
variety of jobs and/or employment centers

There is vacant land or underutilized property
near stations
A station area could support or encourage new
development consistent with the plans and
policies of the neighborhood
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Sidewalks and streets connecting the neighborhood to the station
Marked pedestrian crossings on nearby busy
streets
Buildings that are pedestrian friendly (the front
door faces or entrance faces the street or
sidewalk and there are ground-floor windows)
Streets and sidewalks are well-lit
Bike lanes, multiuse paths or low traffic streets
provide good bike access to the station
Bus stops are located near the station with
clear paths from the stop to the light rail station
Pedestrian connections are provided to cross
physical barriers (such as the railroad or major
busy streets) between the surrounding land
uses and the stations
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One of the most important considerations in
planning for the Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail
Project is how well the stations will serve neighborhoods. There are some ideal characteristics
for light rail stations. Though all of the characteristics do not need to be present at every station,
some of them should be present to ensure that
stations are safe, pleasant, and convenient.
Generally, good stations should have:
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Tell us about yourself:

Connections
Present Condition

Changes to Consider

Sidewalks or streets connecting the
neighborhood to the station

Do you live, work or own property near this station?
 Live

Marked pedestrian crossings on
nearby busy streets

 Work

Buildings that are pedestrian friendly
(if a house, the front door faces the
street; if a business, the entrance
faces the street or sidewalk and there
are ground-floor windows)

 Own property
 Other

Streets and sidewalks are well-lit

How do you commute to work or school?

Bike lanes, multiuse paths or low
traffic streets provide good bike access to the station

 Drive alone

Bus stops are located near the station
with clear paths from the stop to the
light rail station

 Carpool
 Bike

Pedestrian connections are provided
to cross physical barriers (such as a
railroad or major busy streets) between the surrounding land uses and
the stations

 Walk
 Take the bus, MAX or streetcar
 Don’t commute

Transit Supportive Land Uses
Present Condition

Changes to Consider

Station area includes a variety of
housing types and densities such
as apartments, condominiums and
single family homes

 Daily
 Once or week

Retail, restaurants and other commercial uses present an opportunity
to be supported by transit

 Once a month
 Rarely

Station area includes institutions like
schools and medical facilities that
would benefit from transit service

 Never

Station area would provide transit
access to a variety of jobs and/or
employment centers

Are there any other comments that you’d like to share with us?

Opportunities for New Uses
Present Condition
There is vacant land or under utilized
property near stations
A light rail station could support or
encourage new development consistent with the plans and policies of
the neighborhood

How often do you take the bus, MAX or streetcar?

Changes to Consider

step one: existing conditions

mapping
walkability

Zoning support for Transit Oriented uses and development types
Redevelopment potential
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“The Division Street station area offers an opportunity
for commercial and mixed-use inﬁll development
from I-205 to SE 82nd. There are also residential inﬁll
opportunities.”

Montavilla
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KEY OBJECTIVES
QExamine lots on both sides of Division at the station
area (west of I-205) and evaluate acquisition as possible
construction staging sites that could later be offered for
transit joint development.
SCC evaluated these sites for construction staging and
determined that they were not suitable.
QStimulate mixed-use development on other sites on
Division Street between I-205 and SE 82nd Avenue.
QEngage the City of Portland Bureau of Planning to
examine station area zoning and consider increasing
allowable intensity in the CN2 and CG zones within 1/4
mile of the light rail station.
The zoning at this station should be addressed. While
mixed use MAY be achievable in this zone, the desired
density is not achievable. In addition, the form of
development possible in these zones is not always
transit friendly.
QExplore possibility of low-cost streetscape improvements
to promote pedestrian safety and connections across
Division Street.
The poor quality of the pedestrian environment at this
station is a major concern. See recommendations that
follow.
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QUpgrade the bike path to a 24 hour multi-use pedestrian
and bike path.

Potential redevelopment: Mixed-use
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The adjacent vacant parcels and other development
opportunities within walking distance will be enhanced
by increased pedestrian connectivity and by reinforcing
the image and identity of the station area. The proposal
also leverages the utility of the existing multi-use path to
improve pedestrian circulation, especially south of Division
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KEY DESIGN ISSUES
Access | Bus
Current Alignment Alternative bus connections are good;
no change proposed.
Access | Bike & Pedestrian
Proposed Modiﬁcations improve the pedestrian access
from Division Street, and improvements to the multi-use
path increase access from residential neighborhood to
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More direct connection to the station from Division
Street for riders being dropped off.
Station Visibility & Placemaking
Proposed Modiﬁcations improve visibility of station
platform from station’s namesake street—Division
Street. Relocation of station platform also provides
an opportunity for station signage and architecture at
Division Street.
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step two

best practices report
Survey latest research
Document best legal practices
Adjust for local considerations

step three

identify what is missing
What is present at stations?
What is missing at stations?
Opportunities for improvement

step four

create an action plan
for public interventions
Regulatory
Infrastructure investment
Development incentives
Leadership
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