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Houston Tomorrow is an 
independent nonprofit 

organization that works to 
improve the quality of life for all people
in the Houston region through research, 

education, and discussion.

Quality of life.
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Houston Tomorrow’s 2036 Vision 

On its 200th birthday, the 
Houston region is home to the 

healthiest, happiest, most prosperous 
people in the United States.
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Current and Expected Growth in Population and Jobs by Sectors

Data: H-GAC 2035
Regional Forecasts





16
16

75% of all jobs in the 
8-county region

59% of all residents 
live within 5 miles
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4,000,000
more people

coming to the region 
by 2040
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11-12 million people
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Growing number of 
households without children









2005 Activity Intensity with the 2012 light rail system



2035 Activity Intensity with the 2012 light rail system



Early development was based on transit
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Until the 1940s, 
Houston was 
transit-oriented

Houston 1.0
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7.5 miles long
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Projected ridership:
150,000 boardings per 
day
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Station areas could 
absorb 
1/2 of City’s 
population growth



65 
Neighborhoods

Is there another 
city that has so 
much real estate 
potential for 
transit-oriented 
development?
8,000 acres



Greenspoint Mall



Paris



Image courtesy of the Westchase District 





Downtown Waller now



Downtown Waller tomorrow

























Health Impact Assessment

• Texas Southern University, in collaboration with Houston Tomorrow and Baylor 
College of Medicine, will conduct an HIA to help inform Houston's Urban 
Corridor Planning project. The city initiative calls for transit-oriented 
development in 65 Houston neighborhoods through which a 30-mile, five-
corridor light-rail expansion is planned. The HIA will examine potential health 
impacts that could result from the creation of city ordinances and incentives 
to promote transit-oriented development in the rail corridors. Increased 
access to public transportation and services, mixed land-use development and 
affordable housing are among the potential outcomes of transit-oriented 
development that could ultimately benefit health. This study will look at 
specific data and conditions for neighborhoods surrounding three of the 
planned rail stations. A multi-tiered plan for stakeholder involvement will help 
ensure that community and decision maker input is incorporated throughout 
the HIA process. Results are anticipated in late spring 2011. Decision makers 
will also be briefed directly on the final HIA recommendations.





Thank you!
Jay Blazek Crossley

jay.crossley@houstontomorrow.org


