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Call for Speakers 2018   
for Rail~Volution Pittsburgh October 21-24 
#railvolution #rvpgh  
Call for speakers opens February 15 and closes March 22, 2018 
Visit: www.railvolution.org/callforspeakers 

 
What does it mean to build connected, equitable, livable 
communities today? What can you share?  
 
The Rail~Volution National Steering Committee, made up of 40+ livability professionals from 
across the United States and Canada, puts together each year's conference, drawing on the 
proposals submitted through the Call for Speakers. See full information about Work Group areas 
and topics below. Make sure your idea is in the mix. We particularly encourage proposals 
focused on the community vision for current and new mobility options. We encourage 
community-based organizations and activists, city staff and leaders, and mobility innovators to 
submit proposals.  
 
NEW IN 2018  
Submit a video for the Rail~Volution Innovation Challenge  
 

 
 

Rail~Volution in Pittsburgh, PA  
A legacy city experiencing a dramatic rebirth around technology and people  
 
Known for its fabulous historic architecture and green hillsides, Pittsburgh also boasts a unique 
range of transit modes, including dedicated busways and funiculars (aka incline railways), along 
with local bus, light rail, and a growing network of bikeways. A legacy city (some LRT and busways 
date from the 1980s and earlier), Pittsburgh is experiencing an exciting rebirth around 
technology, including driverless vehicles. There is a lot to learn from Pittsburgh about building 
livable, equitable cities.  
Pittsburgh:  AmazonHQ2 finalist.  Climate leader.  The Portland of the East? 
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What is Rail~Volution?  
Rail~Volution brings great thinking together 
about every aspect of transit, related mobility 
options, and community development. There 
is no better place to network with the people 
who plan, build, finance and advocate for 
livable communities.   
 
Our name may be Rail~Volution, but our 
network supports communities as they 
integrate transportation in all forms – 
including buses, rail, bicycles, walking, sharing, 
and other emerging options – to connect 
people with employers and neighborhoods.  
 
We believe major transit investments are 
transformative, with the potential to make 
communities stronger—economically, socially, 
and environmentally. We bring diverse minds, 
perspectives, and industries together to 
explore real-world examples, share 
implementable ideas, and ask tough 
questions. 
 
Who attends Rail~Volution? People like you – 
local, regional, national and international 
stakeholders, including community leaders, 
planners, urban designers, elected officials, 
housing and transportation advocates, 
developers, mobility innovators, business and 
philanthropic leaders, financial institutions, 
transit agencies, bike share operators, 
transportation engineers, architects, 
consultants, citizen activists, and policy 
wonks. 
 
Find out more about Rail~Volution at 
www.railvolution.org.  
 
  

 
 
VISION 
We envision America’s cities and regions transformed into 
livable places—healthy, economically vibrant, socially 
equitable and environmentally sustainable—where 
people have transportation choices.  

MISSION 
Serve as a catalyst for the movement to build livable 
communities with transit by inspiring people in 
communities and regions to make better transit and land 
use decisions. We do this by partnering, equipping and 
connecting people and institutions at all levels.  

VALUES 
Impact and results: Rail~Volution is committed to making 
a measurable difference toward building livable cities and 
regions with transit. We focus on sensible, real-world-
tested approaches to development that improve the way 
people live, work and travel. 

Inclusivity: We invite and actively seek diverse 
stakeholders to the table, honoring what people of 
different races, nationalities, professional disciplines, and 
geographic and economic backgrounds bring to our 
mission. We believe diversity promotes strength and that 
lively discussion fosters greater understanding, energy, 
creativity and momentum. 

Collaboration and partnership: We believe that we 
accomplish more through collective action than through 
individual efforts. Our network of people and 
institutions—connected by common values and goals—is 
our greatest asset.  

Innovation: We seek to push boundaries, think like 
visionaries and consider the unconsidered. We encourage 
fun and energizing exchanges and creative problem 
solving, grounded in best practices, to invent new, 
effective approaches to multimodal transportation 
planning and community development. 

Quality: Rail~Volution is committed to achieving and 
maintaining the highest standards of quality in all we do. 
We continuously evaluate our effectiveness and seek to 
improve. 
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Rail~Volution Speaker Selection Process 
 
Speakers are selected by our National Steering Committee, made up of 40+ livability 
professionals from around the country. They review proposals, identify qualified presenters, then 
develop, curate and coordinate the conference sessions. Your proposal will be reviewed not just 
for your abstract, but also for your expertise on a specific topic or broad range of topics. More 
than likely you will be asked to adapt your proposal to a topic within your area of expertise. 
Conference speakers generally are one of a small group presenting on a topic, with time for 
discussion. Sessions are 60 to 90 minutes long. National Steering Committee coordinators 
determine the session format and work directly with speakers and moderators. You may be 
selected to do a standard workshop or another format, such as a debate or interactive game.  
 
The National Steering Committee meets in April and again in July to finalize the program. 
Everyone who has submitted a proposal will be notified about decisions by July 20, 2018.   
 
If you are selected… 
Rail~Volution is a nonprofit organization. If you are asked to present, you must pay your travel 
and hotel expenses. Limited need-based scholarships are available. 
 
How to Submit a Proposal 
Submit your proposal at www.railvolution.org/callforspeakers using the online form. 
 

• Read through these instructions and the different work group areas below.  
• Use the worksheet provided to organize your thoughts and answer the questions. Be sure 

to adhere to the word count restrictions.  
• Select the “work group” that is closest to your proposal topic. Work groups will share 

proposals that fall across lines.  
• Once you are ready to submit your proposal, copy and paste your answers into the online 

form at http://bit.ly/RV18CFS. Use the same link for the Rail~Volution Innovation 
Challenge. 

• Contact andreao@railvolution.org or 612-486-5616 if you have any questions.  

 
NEW or ENHANCED IN 2018 
Propose a panel to speak on your topic!  
Rail~Volution will allow proposers to suggest a panel of potential speakers for their topic. For the 
panel to be considered, the proposal should reflect a diversity of speakers and moderators as 
follows:  

• Should include a speaker of color 
• Should include both male and female speakers 
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• Should include speakers from different sectors 
• Must include speakers from different regions 

Panels will be vetted through the same process as other speakers and proposers. You may 
propose a panel and none or only some may be asked to speak.  

 
Submit a video for the Rail~Volution Innovation Challenge   
Rail~Volution is seeking the most cutting-edge ideas on how technology can improve livable 
communities. You will have the opportunity to make a 5-minute presentation to a panel of 
technology and livable community experts as well as have a chance to present your idea at the 
closing plenary.  
 
Submission for this challenge requires a 2-minute video introducing your presentation, essentially 
a brief, concise "elevator speech" or "wait for the bus/train" speech. The video should include: 

• Introduction of yourself--who you are 
• Your idea 
• Summary and format of the 5-minute presentation you would give if selected   

Note: If your idea is to be presented by more than one individual, all participating in the challenge 
must be included in the same 2-minute video. Choose one person to submit.  
 
Some examples might be: crowd-sourced public input models or multi-modal payment and real-
time info mobile apps 
 
All video submissions are due by March 22, 2018, and will be screened by members of our 
National Steering Committee. Submissions will be evaluated based on the idea, its impact on 
livability, and the ability of the person(s) to sell it. Qualifying submissions will be selected for a 
unique session as a part of the Rail~Volution conference. During the Rail~Volution Innovation 
Challenge Session, the experts will determine three finalists. The finalists will present again at the 
end of the plenary session on the last day and a winner will be selected.   
 
To submit, follow the link for the Call for Speakers and choose Innovation Challenge Proposal. 
 
 
 
Schedule 

• Proposals are due Thursday, March 22, 2018 at 11:59pm CST. 
• We will notify you by July 20, 2018 on the outcome of your proposal. 

 
Thank you for your proposal, interest and commitment to the Rail~Volution mission. We look 
forward to seeing you at this year’s conference -- either as a speaker or as an attendee.  
 
Have Questions? -- Contact Andrea Ostergaard, Program Manager, at 612-486-5616 
or andreao@railvolution.org 
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