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No one can predict the future, so...

Q: How do we plan for the 
next 100 years?
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WHAT IS RESILIENCE?
The ability of a city to avoid or bounce 
back from an adverse event.
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WHAT IS RESILIENCE?
The ability of a city to avoid or bounce 
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It comes from the interplay of 
vulnerability and   adaptive capacity .
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WHAT IS RESILIENCE?
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SHOCKS
Å Blackout
Å Extreme weather
Å Toxic spill

STRESSES
Å Rising costs
Å Climate
Å Poverty
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Å Market disruptors
Å Technological 

innovation

Á Market and employment trends
Á Consumer preference
Á Aging infrastructure and 

building stock
Á Inefficient public transportation
Á Changes in real estate prices



The future success of a 
economic development and 
the places they provide for 

people is tied to vulnerability
and adaptive capacity .



The future success of a 
economic development and 
the places they provide for 
people is tied to place and 

governance .



The future success of a strong 
economy and the places they 
provide for people is tied to 

hardware and software .
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HOW DO WE PLAN 
FOR RESILIENCE?

Adaptability
The capacity to learn and adjust 
responses to changing external 
drivers and internal processes, and 
continue developing within the 
current system . (Folke et al)







Source: Folke et al; Photo: 100 Resilient Cities

HOW DO WE PLAN 
FOR RESILIENCE?

Transformability
The capacity to create a 
fundamentally new system when 
ecological, economic, or social 
structures make the existing system 
untenable. (Folke et al)




